
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ALP First Election Promise on Hearhub 
 
12 April 2022 

The Australian Labor Party’s first announcement to start off the Federal election campaign 
on Monday 11th April 2022 was that children ‘struggling with hearing loss will have greater 
access to expert care’ (https://anthonyalbanese.com.au/media-centre/better-care-for-
australian-children-with-hearing-loss-butler) by providing funding to the tune of $1.5 million 
to the development of the digital Hearhub platform run by Shepherd Centre.  

The Hearhub platform focuses on a deaf child’s ability and inability to hear sounds and use 
of their voices, as opposed to growing their language comprehension and use, regardless of 
whether this is in Auslan or English (both written and spoken).  

Deaf Australia’s position is that early and optimal involvement and support for the deaf child 
and their family includes the provision of Auslan. Promoting a spoken language only 
approach goes against best practices in early intervention as countless studies across the 
globe demonstrates. The spoken language only approach has been proven to be successful 
in only a very small cohort of the deaf children population; it is more likely that linguistic 
deprivation will occur as a result.  

The ‘spoken language only’ approach infers that children will be successful if they learn only 
to develop speech. They also infer that if children learn a sign language this will prevent 
them from developing speech and further that devices such as hearing aids and cochlear 
implants work just the same as natural hearing, using terminology such as ‘ears.’  

The recent “Oscar” win of Troy Kotsur, the star of “CODA” has proven that this is not 
necessarily the case. Prominent and well-known Deaf individuals who use sign language 
either alone, or bilingually, such as Drisana Levitzke-Gray, Anna Seymour, Nyle DiMarco, 
Marlee Matlin, and Millicent Simmonds has also shown this.  

The spoken language only approach ignores the reality of the spoken language world; no 
one is going to stop and take turns in speaking clearly, ensuring the space is quiet and 
accurately lighted, and making sure that the deaf individual can understand the 
conversation. The dinner table syndrome is the child’s first introduction to this reality; 
spoken language conversation at the table during dinner can be loud, noisy, overlapping and 
filled with interruptions. This makes it near impossible for the deaf child to access the world 
through this experience.   

Auslan is the natural and preferred language of the Australian Deaf community. Auslan is a 
language in its own right with its own syntax and grammar and is distinct from spoken 
English. Children who access Auslan from birth and are exposed to a bicultural, bilingual 
model are more likely to go on to lead successful lives.  
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Linguistic deprivation occurs when there is a chronic lack of full access to a natural language 
during the critical period of language acquisition – this is during the first five years of a 
child’s life. Promoting a spoken language only approach heightens the risk of linguistic 
deprivation in the deaf child, particularly if the deaf child is not able to learn to speak. This 
in turns results in lifelong social, emotional, mental and educational maladjustment.  

Deaf Australia advocates that sustainable funding be established for the provision of Auslan 
to be an essential part of any program that is provided for early and optimal involvement in 
the child’s life and their family. Literature is peppered with the regret and wish that Deaf 
adults who were raised with the spoken language only approach that they had been 
afforded the opportunity to learn a sign language early on with their families as well.  

We invite you to celebrate Auslan with the Deaf community during tomorrow’s Auslan Day, 
on April 13th. We will be releasing the first episode of our vodcast ‘Our Deaf Ways’ created 
with SBS and available on the Deaf Australia vimeo channel (see the trailer here), and the 
SBS website, SBS Australia YouTube, Apple Podcasts and Pocket Casts. 

-END- 

Media Contact: 
Jen Blyth, Chief Executive 
e: ceo@deafaustralia.org.au  
SMS ONLY: 0477 551 844 

 

About Deaf Australia 

Deaf Australia is the Deaf-led peak organisation representing Deaf people in Australia. We 
promote the advancement of human rights and equality for Deaf people by collaborating 
with our members and stakeholders in implementing the United Nations Conventions and 
the National Disability Strategy. Deaf Australia is for all Deaf, Deafblind, hard of hearing and 
non-deaf people and organisations (not-for-profit, for profit, or government) that use 
and/or accept and respect Auslan (Australian Sign Language). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/698476468
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/english/introducing-our-deaf-ways
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJjC_Rf0vNQ&list=PLd0sYhqUtnFR2bHEn21apirbDglvjfItR&index=1
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/our-deaf-ways/id1617931149
https://pca.st/fwne09w2
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